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BOOK REVIEWS 43 

The second book is an abridged edition of the first. By the abridgment 
the volume loses nearly two hundred pages and almost half of its bulk, while the 
use of thinner paper enhances the improvement. It has been found convenient or 
necessary to alter the pagination, to rewrite the first two pages of the introduction, 
and to change a reference on p. xliii. The illustrations are shifted and the bust 
of Antony is omitted. On p. 245 the headline has been left unaltered by an 
error of the printer. The chronological order formerly followed is now abandoned 
and, as a consequence, the speech for the Manilian Law coming at the end has 
twice as many notes per page as that for Archias which precedes it. 

This defect that the notes do not decrease in number as the student pro- 
gresses, is not improved by the fact that they are copious enough at the outset, 
running one and a half pages of notes to one of text; in the last oration to be 
read there are forty-two pages of notes to twenty-six pages of text, excluding the 
introductory remarks. References are given to the grammars in common use 
except Hale and Buck's, and so far as tested were found to be correct. The 
editor's language is usually clear, but he is not very exact in saying that iam 
vero "introduces a transition" (p.221); nor on p. 244, where the note to 1. 820 is 
slightly mixed in its construction. There is much unsystematic repetition; the 
common figure of hendiadys is pointed out again and again; in a great number of 
instances attention is called to characterizing clauses where a reference might 
have been made to the editor's own account of this construction on p. 118. 
Abundant suggestions are made for the translation of phrases and more rarely 
for the handling of long sentences. On the whole, this part of the book is 
well made and need not fear comparison. 

Norman W. DeWitt 

Washington Universitx 



Constantine. By J. B. Firth. ["Heroes of the Nations" series.] 
New York: G. P. Putnam's Sons, 1905. Pp. xii-f 368. $1.35. 

It is sufficient to say of Mr. Firth's book that he knows the primary author- 
ities at first-hand, that he has easy control of his material, and that the character 
of his hero, almost as vague as that of Augustus, begins to assume the lineaments 
of life. It is not indeed a commanding sketch, but the character of Constantine 
is developed with such a sense of reality from the great edict to the final baptism, 
that we cannot but accept Mr. Firth's verdict that Constantine was a Christian. 

But were the early pronouncements of Constantine his own or the suggestion 
of a Hosius ? Upon this depends the answer to the question of how Christianity 
behaved when it attained to power. Did it remember in the first hour of victory 
the noble declaration of Tertullian, non est religionis cogere religionem, or is it 
the nobler instinct of a son of Constantius Chlorus that voices its first policy ? 
One could wish for more fundamental treatment. 

Mr. Firth's best chapters are those on the Donatists and the character of 
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Constantine. He is at his weakest in his treatment of Athanasius, the only char- 
acter — except Julian's — to rouse the honest enthusiasm of Gibbon. 

To read the book is to realize once more the peculiar terrors still inspired in 
so many minds by the word "schism" and to feel a curious stirring of life in 
the flummeries of ecclesiastical and court verbiage which have strayed down into 
our far-off West from the days of Diocletian and Constantine. 

W. S. Milner 
University College 
Toronto 



Greek Prose Composition. By Clarence W. Gleason. New York: 
American Book Company, 1905. Pp. 155. $0.80. 

The first fifty-two pages of this book contain a summary of grammar with refer- 
ences to Hadley and Allen, Goodwin, Babbitt, and Goodell. The examples 
illustrating the rules of grammar are taken chiefly from Xenophon's Anabasis and 
are carefully selected. The "Summary of Conditions" and the "Classification 
of Clauses" are valuable aids to the student in fixing the principles involved in 
subjects which are more or less difficult for beginners. Indirect discourse is 
treated in a very incisive manner, and the infinitive is much more fully discussed 
than is usual in texts on Greek composition. 

The exercises for translation are based on the Anabasis, and references are 
given, at the beginning of each, to the book, chapter, and section. They are pre- 
pared in such a manner that the student may note any important point in the order 
of words, in idiom, or in syntax. This is done by placing small figures at the right 
of words or combinations of words, and reproducing them again at the bottom of 
the page with references to the summary of grammar or with an explanation. 

One of the peculiar features of the book is the arrangement of four lessons 
for oral translation, followed by a fifth for a written exercise. The author sug- 
gests that all may be used for written work, if the teacher prefers. The sentences 
for translation are in good English and in good form for the student. Words 
which are to be translated by a single Greek word are connected by hyphens. 

One of the best features of the book is the large, well-selected vocabulary, 
which not only gives the Greek equivalent, but indicates the gender and the declen- 
sion, and gives the principal parts of irregular verbs and the peculiar forms of 
adjectives and pronouns. Variable vowels are marked when long. 

The book has been prepared with great care and accuracy, and is quite free 

from errors of typography. 

Sherman Kirk 
Drake University 



Lucian: Selected Writings. Edited by Francis Greenleaf Aixin- 
son. Boston: Ginn & Co., 1905. Pp. xlii + 265. 
The stereotyped, narrowly "classical" Greek course in American colleges 
has hitherto sorely neglected one of the cleverest of ancient authors, and one of 



